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FORMER NASCAR DRIVER SHAWNA ROBINSON TURNS TO REDECORATING FURMNITURE
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he armchair that inspired Shawna Rob-
inson's growing business began life like
s0 many others: With a mediom-finish
wood frame, gold upholstery and a look
desuned for vour great-aunt’s parlor
Baut when Rohinson discovered itara
vard sale, she appreciated its lines. She
saw potential. And so she repainted its
frame black. reupholstered it with a bold
foral print and dubbed it her happy
chair = her fun, funky place w ourl up,

read and relax.

W Bobinson, 44, a MNASCAR driver-tumed-
interior designer, i aiming to spend mone tine
creating othess like it selling them under the
namme = whit elser — Hapgy Chain

Where ance Bobimson's 1ife was filled with
thiz kind ol racing thar involdves fast cars and 4
track, she now spends her davs darting arouncd
o oiher destimations. She's perpetally on hey
g ol thic dlooe of her Arboreiuone-area hooe,
whether it's 1o check on the race shops she’s
decorating o1 to ferry aroand her chibdren,
Tanner, 15, and Sarmantha, 11.

Ammnid thar baste, abse hasn't had ooech of a
chamce Laely o sitin her own hippy chair, But
she's arnings b change that, and bring vintage
JLI:EJiIL‘l:l.. shakbbw=chic lurrsiz of codor, whirmsy
andl cheer to others o the process,

I have a0 many great ideas,” Robisson sys
"Bt not encgh tme.”

Pedie, slivn aml tan, the lows native speaks
rapidiy, openly and personably aboui the
ITIAELY E:ll'-u_i-:_'l::l:i x|1f'.ﬂ=_'i|_|.¥|i:r|g. n;_'ig._:rl_*l_l,i:: m her
videe. ("Soary bad habit, 3t 3 stress thing!” she
L'Kl.rl.'ln:'l.i. i-e:-'.lill,guixhi:ﬁg a Marlboro in the drives
wit a5 she heads e her stadico, )

She grew up the daughier of & stock car
racerind-promester fither and a mother whio
lewved] antgques, sewing and hanging things
o walls, Thougrh macing mitially won-out asa
carger path. Bobimson never abandoned the
ereativity her mother imparted

Acbew vears after mosang o Charlotte m 1994,
Rabrnem painted o Winnee the Pooh mural for
a friencd’s nursery, That friend., in oo, held a
party that drew members of the WASCAR com-
ey, who took natice and began o spreid
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chair designs
by Shbwna
Huhln?

vkl of Bohinsen's mleni

More jobs Ioflowerl, even as Robaoaon
rietumied tomcing in 1999, after hidng
children, In 20012, she becane anly the
oo weaman b compete in the Daytons
S, fimshong dth. She kel meimg in 2004
anaed hias since devoted herselt toodesian
work full-ime,

Faceworkd connections have helped
Hobsinaon land plemy of cliens, She's

designed lome interors and worksgrces

for Prade Enrnlyacds Jr, aned his aister, Relley,

In recent meoaathis, she has worked on new
e 1:"\-I'|-]'|'l.:.l1'||'f alfices tor Kasev Kahne
amsel Alarmmn Trsex e, boih in Mooresvitle;
thiree rooms at driver David Soremme's

s s g renevation of Ermie Levin's
S, oniside Chardestomn.

WUl of those johs, however, involve carmy

12 o eher people’s visions. The chairs,
e aavs, ave her owne And, unlike sofas
=ttty s also woaks on, but tend o be
mesre of the neuiral inchpin of 2 romn
— giwairs allow meore fan and freedom o
st throaigeh.

Tl elvirs e |'v|':||.|:r' kimed of & it il
my ||-|,'m|r|.'|li.l,1.-.' £YE Heshirmisoim, "’J_'I'||_1.:'|'{=
frevspitited creations T can do anvihing T
wikrtl with,”

The friend for whom she painted the
rmnral 14 vears wgo — haer best e, in
fact — sees Bohinson in the oheers, o,

“I thimk shee's szartedd v listen 1o hepsel
imsdide,” says Liss [vwsom Fix, a teacher
whao lives i Spartanbarge, “Being a decora-
bar, yrua b £y pln;::_r.:r_— vour chiemes, Yo
hive fo pssume their personality, The
Happy Chair stull, that is her”

M o driver and a poersom, Fix says, Bobr
inaon was rotally determined aml never
seared, vl also femmmne, As i desigrner,
whie jreseases the tzilent toy max anerdl maich
uneonvenbonl patterns, codors aod Gl
rics "She can do anyilang,” Fix says, “She's
such a handvgin.”

Rastsinmsay sconrs aniique and vard sales
v sonre sohid, aftordable old chairs o
refashicen for the Happy Chair lise, then
apenids more mioney and toe on bodd,
colorful Bbrics and oo,
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1-:x.|||.| s i1 varions stages of ransarnuiian
sit i leer garage, incleding a pair of ¢ hairs with
repti-peiiitid Tamies arul dgua, linee and whine
print uplsdsesy. Chilier models lave Teitined
b lpaamied Bsbases on homidsewn applgue
CRATRIR A

[ ke s procducect <o G- o cangeed Bom
5| 50 for thae s e pree el ore sbwoane =55 AR Lo
arsnb shee s sold them largely via el anal ae
the Interiors Mupketplace in Myver= Park, Many
custamers hawe been voonger homeowmems
awhio s 'L chvespe SEAMED o i chain, bun can adford
Al dor 5 M, Bbdvais prece vou viknt 't fned
arvawhere else” That's even as sl sovles have
I RRIR ||l:-||l||.-.| AL B PRl v s A sl e
retaplers ke Podtery Barn
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a pink tlvesier aned mag, o fovsed Miarilyn

Yonroe posten, isewing iachine and o 58
NASCAR Charlote, Daviona Eash senies
Fookic ol the Year trophy, i sgreciment to
coehsoane: ol her antiGwes o the MASCAR R

BALDWIN

FIND A
HAPFY
CHAIR

Learn more about
Shawna Robinson’s
Happy Chairs - and
wisht her studio by
appointment — by
e-miailing happy
chair@att.net. A
Web zite is in the
works. Some chairs
are atso on display
at Interiors Market-
place, 323 Prov
dence Rd., Myers
Park. Robinscn can
alzn help people
re-do chairs thay
already own

116 Hawkins Slree! - Hawking Slrael Design Canter

Chariotte = 704-344-0955
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Shie Higs theogh phoses displayed on the
Fircebock page she's ised o reconest with S
Tomas zigeel Tellome dlrvers, “1ache 187 lisoks bk o
throme, “Biush” is s plush pink sota. “Hock Huod
‘\.I|||"_-' .|||:'-||i-|ll ||'|| .l\.il|| |I-].||'L |I|||'I|.'||1.||:.I.|'|'=|
prindand vintage picmses of Timky firclighters
with mectalfic piping

"\]|l_'.|i-n Iill.ql"\.l:"ll.: slic’y TN I“':"\."I"I |'|I| e
tuure, which tends o behigher qualite oo can
b bl s by e msi [1|:n ws Hhcse s

“They hawe @ lifi=,” she soes, ' rebarthinge
||||'I|. Liwy,

H-c||'-'-||'\-||r'|'|l||I|:l|||-'n'Il|!'..|'||"\-C|II|r'|'\-I||'I|'
hedp her miarket the chairs and work an them
e Bun for now; 105 just e And she has
pithiier pilaacaes o b, o — Hike pickaseg ujiteiis
T ghwe Moiresviilo nuee shi -||-.|:'-|I;'i'.l-c'l.i1'u;-'-||
L thers, Hier kicks ame stavinge vath then
wlad thist misehr, soeshie mitghe nes redurm ol
11 [*im or midnigh
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kg, hops in ber Black Dodpe Drrongio, amad

she's vl




